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ANNOUNCEMENTS:ANNOUNCEMENTS:
		 COVID-19COVID-19 - We are excited to welcome parents and visitors 

on Monday, August 2nd and Tuesday, August 3rd for the first 
two days of school.  Parents may walk students to their class 
and then exit the building. On Wednesday,  August 4, we will 
resume last year’s rules regarding parents and visitors where 
they will be limited to the front office.  For the 2021-2022 
School Year, facial coverings are optional. At any time, based on 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) guidance, 
the Hart County Board of Education may issue a requirement 
to wear facial coverings. Prior to such decision, all stakeholders 
will be notified. The Hart County Charter System will offer 
face-to-face instruction. We will not offer a virtual option. 
Schools will continue to utilize enhanced mitigation measures 
to prevent the spread of COVID-19 and other infectious 
diseases.

   School SuppliesSchool Supplies - The Hart County Charter System has 
purchased all the necessary school supplies and backpacks for 
each student for the upcoming school year using federal funds 
from the CARES Act. Each classroom teacher submitted supply 
need based on grade level. Lands End has partnered with 
the School District to provide age appropriate bookbags with 
Chromebook sleeves.

July 2021 Edition

Hart County Charter System TOTY Announced
The Hart County Charter System is excited to announce its Sys-

tem Teacher of the Year, Mr. Mike Carey.

A 22-year teaching veteran in the Construction trades, HVAC, 
Electrical, Carpentry, and Plumbing, Carey is currently a Construc-
tion teacher at Hart County High School and a Welding instructor 
where students have an opportunity to earn college credit through 
his classes.

“First of all, Mike Carey is a top notch person. He is first class in all 
that he does. He has an incredible work ethic and he cares about 
quality work. Those traits are hard to find. He wants his students 
to succeed in life. He doesn’t look at teaching as a job, he looks at it 
like he is giving back to our community,” Superintendent Jay Floyd 
said.

Carey is a Hartwell native and attended Hart County Schools grow-
ing up. He also attended the University of Georgia, Athens Technical 
College, North Georgia Technical College and served in the United 
States Navy/Marine Corps.

“The motivation that inspires me to teach I would have to say is 
the ability to help a student to succeed in life. To be able to guide a 
young person towards a career that will help him do well for himself 
or family. It’s hard to beat that,” Carey said.

Carey said being selected as the System Teacher of the Year is 
leaving him feeling “overwhelmed.” In 2009, he was chosen by the 
STAR student to be the STAR teacher, but said he was “shocked” to 

learn he was the System Teacher of the Year. The announcement 
was made in front of his peers at Convocation, which gathers every 
employee in the school system before the new year begins.

“Only thing I can say is that I’m overwhelmed and blessed,” Carey 
said. “I’ve just tried to do my job the best I know how and to treat 
my students like they were my own.”

Around the Hart College and Career Academy, Carey’s students 
are known as “Coach Carey’s Boys/Girls” and administrators have 
taken note of the strong relationships he cultivates with his students.

See System TOTY on Page 2

Mark your CalendarMark your Calendar
Welcome Back!
The first day of school is scheduled for Monday, Aug. 2. 

Hart County FFA Lamb and Goat Show
The Hart County FFA Chapter is hosting a Lamb and Goat show 
at the Hart County Agriscience Center, located at 1951 Bowman 
Highway, on Aug. 6 and 7.

Lake Hartwell Gridiron Classic
The Lake Hartwell Gridiron Classic on Aug. 13 and Aug. 14 will 
bring 10 teams from South Carolina and 5 teams from Georgia 
to compete in pre-season scrimmage games against each other at 
Herndon Stadium.

Northeast Georgia Ag Expo and Antique Tractor Show
Hart County Farm Bureau and the Hart County Charter System 
are partnering to host the Northeast Georgia Ag Expo on Sept. 11 at 
the Hart County Agriscience Center. Exhibits, indoors and outside, 
as well as demonstrations, a speaker panel, and an Antique Tractor 
Show will be featured. Admission is free. Parking will be at the Bell 
Family YMCA. To register for the Antique Tractor Show, contact 
Community Relations Director Grayson Williams at grayson.wil-
liams@hart.k12.ga.us or call 706-371-2555.
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System TOTY continued
“Relationships with students are important in education and Mr. Car-
ey does an excellent job with that. He has helped so many students 
not only in his classroom but outside as well. His work in his class-
room as well as Welding through ATC (Athens Technical College) 
is impacting our community,” Hart County High School Principal 
Kevin Gaines said.

Carey said there are many times when he is proud of current or for-
mer students. He often hears from many of them after they graduate.

“They will call, text or contact me through social media about where 
they are working, a promotion they have received or even a call just 
to see ‘How you doing coach?’,” Carey said.

Six of his students recently received their technical college certifi-
cation in welding through the Hart College and Career Academy, 
earning them college credit, and multiple former students of his have 
landed jobs with local industries.

“Mike Carey has the ability to connect and build relationships as 
good as anyone. I’ve never met a student that didn’t approach him 
with eye contact and a strong handshake. He teaches our students 
employability and soft skills that prepare them for a successful future 
and at the end of the day, our students respect that about Mike. They 
would run through a brick wall for him,” Hart College and Career 
Academy CEO Brooks Mewbornsaid.

Mike’s wife, Allisa Carey, served as the Hart County School System 
Lead Nurse for 25 years before retiring two years ago. Carey also 
has an adult son and daughter who followed similar career paths to 
Carey’s.

“January 2021, the Georgia District 2 Public Health asked my wife 
to come out of retirement to assist with the COVID-19 vaccinations. 
Her response was ‘Yes’ without any hesitation,” Carey said. My 
Son Joshua Carey is an Industrial Engineer and works in Duluth, 
Georgia. He was one of my ‘Construction Boys.’ Michaela Carey, my 
daughter, is also an educator in Forsyth, Georgia. I’ve been blessed 
to have both my son and daughter to follow in a career that is related 
to mine.”

Outside of school, Carey’s biggest hobby is his horses. His family has 
a horse and cattle farm.

“We have been raising, showing and riding horses for over 25 years. 
This passion for horses is also shared by my daughter where not only 
she is an educator but also an equestrian riding instructor,” Carey 
said.

All-in-all, Carey said he’s been blessed over the years.

“To have a career in the same town you’re born/raised and become 
an educator at the same school I attended? Well I’ve come full circle. 
I’ve only taught at Hart County and had some of the best coworkers 
you could ask for. As for my students, heck when you spend up to 4 
years with them 5 day a week, 10 months out of the year they become 
yours and you want the best life can offer for them. I’ve had tremen-
dous support from family, friends and students. As for my teaching, 
credit has to go to God for leading and opening doors for me,” Carey 
said.

Freshmen partake in STEAM Camp

Incoming ninth graders at Hart County High School put 
their STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, the Arts 
and Mathematics) skills to the test a week before school 
starts at the annual STEAM Camp. Students constructed cat-
apults and attempted to sling a ball into a cup from various 
distances. They also made tie-dye t-shirts and learned about 
the science behind how they’re made.

High School visits Haering Precision

Haering Precision gave Hart County High School teachers and 
administrators a tour of their manufacturing facilities on July 
29 and shared about the opportunities available to students 
here in Hart County. The high school staff had a lot of fun 
competing in the engineering competition, where they had to 
work as teams to construct a device that would keep an egg safe 
drom a 20-foot drop, and learning about this growing high-
tech industry.


